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.The Bible, the Book of Books 


Reprinted from the “Catholic Observer” 


HE Bible is the volume which contains the Holy 

Scriptures, or sacred writings, which are the written 
word of God. The Holy Scriptures were written in vari- 
ous ages and in different countries by men who were in- 
spired by God. Inspiration means that God the Holy 
Ghost moved the writer by a supernatural impulse to 
write, and while writing they were divinely preserved 
from error, enlightened and directed to set down certain 
truths of revelation. In the words of Pope Leo XIII: 
“All the books which the Church received as sacred and 
canonical are written wholly and entirely with all their 
parts, at the dictation of the Holy Ghost, and so far is 
it from being possible that any error can co-exist with in- 
spiration, that inspiration not only is essentially incom- 
patible with error, but excludes and rejects it absolutely 
and necessarily, as it is impossible that God Himself, the 
Supreme Truth, can utter that which is not true. This 
is the ancient and unchanging faith of the Church, sol- 
emnly defined in the councils of Florence and Trent, and 
finally confirmed and more expressly formulated by the 
Council of the Vatican.” 

The Bible, therefore, is rightly called the written word 
of God. Forty-five Scriptures, or inspired books, writ- 
ten before the coming of our Lord, form the Old Testa- 
ment, which comprises: the five books of Moses; seven- 
teen historical books ; six didactic, or sapiential books, and 
seventeen prophetical books. 

The New Testament comprises twenty-seven books 
written after the ascension of Christ by His Apostles and 
Evangelists ; the four Gospels; the Acts of the Apostles ; 
fourteen Epistles of St. Paul; one of St. James; two of 
St. Peter; three of St. John; one of St. Jude; the 
Apocalypse, or Revelation of St. John. 

It is by the authority of the Catholic Church alone 
that the canon of Scripture, that is the writings that are 
really inspired, are known. “The Catholic Church is the 
sole witness and guardian both of the meaning and of 
the Book, and it is itself both the interpreter and the in- 
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terpretation; present, visible, and perpetual.” In the 
year 397, and again in 419, the third and the sixth Coun- 
cils of Carthage, following the apostolic traditions and 
the teaching of preceding councils, published the rule, or 
canon, of Scripture. The Council of Trent, Session IV 
(1546), re-enacted the same canon; following the ex- 
ample of the orthodox Fathers (the: Council) receives 
with piety and reverence all the books of the Old and 
New Testaments, since one God is the Author of each.” 
The official version of Scripture used by the Church is 
the Latin Vulgate, or common version, translated from 
the Hebrew, Chaidean, and Greek originals by St. Jerome 
in the fifth century, and declared authentic by the Council 
of Trent. It was called “The Vulgate” because Latin 
was the common language of the people of Europe, until 
after the ninth century ; and even when modern languages 
were forming, the people understood Latin and had copies 
of the Vulgate. The definition of the Council of Trent 
assures us that all Scripture contained in the Vulgate is 
the inspired word of God, and that it contains nothing at 
variance with God’s revelation as to faith or morals. 
REVELATION 


Revelation means an unveiling, a bringing to light and 
showing more clearly some fact or object which was 
hidden, or not generally known. 

When the word revelation is used in a religious sense, it 
means some spiritual knowledge which God has made 
known to men by words, or by other clear and evident 
signs. Revelation is God’s teaching of religion to men. 

Natural revelation is that knowledge of God and man’s 
relations to Him, which is given and learned through the 
natural light of reason; it consists in certain truths which 
the Author of nature has made man capable of knowing, 
more or less clearly, by study of himself, or by contem- 
plation of the created universe. However, very few per- 
sons have the talent and opportunity to reach any definite 
knowledge of God and the moral law by the light of un- 
aided reason. Many difficulties impede the acquisition of 
this knowledge, and under the most favorable circum- 
stances there will be obscurity, doubt, and error, owing to 
human darkness and weakness consequent to original sin 
and the influences to which man is exposed. 
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Destined to a supernatural end, man needs a super- 
natural revelation to enable him to reach that end. God, 
therefore, has given a positive supernatural revelation, 
which is a light and guide superior to reason, that man 
may know, believe, and fulfil, his duties towards God, his 
neighbors, and himself, and thereby reach his final destiny, 
the possession of God in heaven. Divine revelation is re- 
vealed religion, which contains the sum of man’s relations 
to his Creator, Preserver and Judge. Truths knowable 
by natural revelation require, in a certain sense, the light 
of supernatura# revelation to lessen their dimness and 
enable human reason to understand and conform to them. 
The Catholic doctrine on this point has been defined by 
the Vatican Council, Session III, Chapter 2. “To this 
Divine revelation it belongs that these divine things which 
are not impervious to human reason may, in the present 
state of the human race, be known by all with expedition 
and firm certainty, and without any admixture of error. 
Nevertheless, not on this account must revelation be 
deemed absolutely necessary, but because God, of His 
infinite goodness, has ordained man to a supernatural end, 
that is to say, to be a sharer in the good things of God, 
which altogether surpass the understanding of the hu- 
man mind; for eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath 
it entered into the heart of man what things God hath pre- 
pared for them that love Him.” 


* TRADITION 


Apostolic tradition is the word of God which is not 
written in the canonical books of Holy Scripture, but 
which, either in writing or by word ci mouth, has come 
down to us through the Church by a perpetual succession 
of pastors and people from apostolic times, and has been 
believed by all true Christians. 

Tradition, therefore, means that the Church being a 
living, permanent body of men, hands down her doc- 
trines from age to age as they were originally committed 
to the Apostles; the Faithful in every nation and in every 

- age receiving their instruction from those who preceded 
them, and passing it on to those who follow. Human 
traditions may become corrupted and fail to transmit 

the truth; but the Church of God has the promise. of 

Christ that it is divinely protected from human fraud or 
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infirmity, and that no false doctrine shall ever mingle 
with or corrupt the teaching thus handed down to us. 
Other traditions may go wrong, but the teaching of the 
Church is the genuine and infallible word of God, 
whether it be written in the Bible, or transmitted to us 
by the voice of the Church declaring what has been re- 
ceived from Christ and the Apostles. The corporate body 
of the Faithful is the depository of all Divine revelation ; 
and it is the office of that corporate society, which is 
called the Church, to hand down by tradition revealed 
truths not contained or not clearly set forth in Holy Scrip- 
ture; and such truths are to be received afd believed with 
a veneration and certainty equal to that with which we 
receive and believe truths revealed in Holy Scripture. 
They are equally the word of God. 

The primary Author of the Bible is the Holy Ghost 
under Whose influence and inspiration the human authors 
wrote. The Holy Scriptures are the word of God; be- 
cause, having been written by inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost, they have God for their Author and are declared 
by the Church to be genuine, sacred and canonical. 

The Church is the divinely authorized witness and 
guardian of written and unwritten revelation. From her 
we know what books belong to the Bible and what 
truths of the deposit of Faith come to us: by tradition. 
The living voice of the Church alone sufficed for many 
years, after the time of Christ and the Apostles, to 
preach the Gospel and convert nations, and could still 
suffice. The Bible has never sufficed by itself; it has al- 
ways stood in need of a living teacher and interpreter ; 
for it is only by the authority of the guardian and teacher 
which God has appointed, that we know that the Bible is 
an inspired book; and it is only by the infallible authority 
and voice of that guardian and teacher that we know 
clearly the meaning of many passages of Holy Scripture. 
Without the living infallible voice of the Church, many 
points of revelation would remain unsettled and true 
religion would be an unsolved problem. Catholics have 
the one rule of faith ordained by Jesus Christ: the word 
of God as interpreted by His Church. The Church pro- 
poses and interprets revealed truth in two ways: (1) 
by articles of the Apostles’ Creed, definitions of gen- 
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eral Councils, and by ex cathedra definition of popes; 
(2) by the unanimous and constant teaching of the great 
body of the pastors of the Church throughout the world. 





The Bible and Tradition 


Rev. Epwarp FitzGERALp, O.P. 


Report in “Catholic Standard and Times” of Lecture de- 
livered in the Cathedral, Philadelphia. 


FTER having recalled to the memory of-his hearers 
A the reverence and esteem im which the Church has 
ever held the Bible, Father Fitzgerald declared that this 
attitude was prompted by the firm belief of Catholics in 
the inspiration of Holy Scripture, and said in part: , 

“In this, as in many other matters of supreme import- 
ance to the Christian faith, the doctrine has been clearly 
and boldly defined and promulgated with fearlessness in 
these days of intellectual pride and incredulousness. “The 
Church,’ says the Vatican Council, ‘holds these books 
sacred, not because they were composed by mere human 
industry and afterwards approved by her authority, nor 
merely because they contain revelation without error, but 
because having been written by the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost they have God for their author.’ In a matter 
of so great importance and of so difficult a nature, man- 
kind insists that the standpoint of rule by which we 
judge and discrimirtate between an inspired book and a 
non-inspired book, shall be one of absolute certainty, uni- 
versal in application and within the grasp of the general- 
ity of men. And because the many rules proposed by: 
those who do not accept the authority of the Church 
have been lacking in some or all of these features, they 
are unacceptable to the Church and have proven inade- 
quate to preserve the old faith in the inspiration of the 
Bible. 

“Some have told us that the very contents, the sub- 
limity of style and imagery, the majesty and dignity of 
the narrative, are sufficient to guarantee to the reader 
the divine authorship of the book. While the rule is ap- 
plicable to some portions of the Bible it is certainly not 
applicable to all and especially to some large and im- 
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portant portions of the Bible. Moreover it is equally ap- 
plicable to some of those apocryphal books that do not 
enter into the Bible of any church. Nor is it sufficient to 
rely upon the emotion and reverent sentiment that one is 
expected to experience when perusing the sacred page. 
Not every page, not every incident recorded will excite 
such sentiment in the soul of the reader—quite the con- 
trary may be truthfully declared with regard to not a 
few incidents recorded. 


ApostoLic AuTHoRSHIP Not ALONE SUFFICES 


“Apostolic authorship alone is not sufficient. Were the 
rule strictly applied at least three great books of the New 
Testament, the Gospels of SS. Mark and Luke and the 
Acts of the Apostles would be stricken from the sacred 
collection. As a matter of fact the rule by which all 
Christian churches have been guided, at least with re- 
gard to the New Testament, is the old and well established 
rule of the tradition handed down by our forefathers in 
the faith. The Catholic belief is that this dogma was 
revealed by God to the Church during the days of the 
Apostles and has been preserved by divine tradition even 
until now. 

“The difference between the Protestant and. Catholic 
position is this: the Catholic both admits in theory and 
follows in practise this principle. The Protestant rejects 
it theoretically, but in practise follows it, certainly in the 
matter of judging between inspired and non-inspired 
books of the New Testament.” 

The preacher touched briefly upon the various opinions 
of theologians with regard to the nature of this mysterious 
influence of the Spirit of God upon the sacred writer and 
remarked that the opinion which views the sacred writer 
as an intelligent and free instrument of God in the com- 
position of the book seems to meet with most favor in 
Catholic circles. It best accounts for what may be called 
the human element in the Bible—for the inspiration, 
while enlightening the mind of the writer and moving his 
will seems not to have changed his natural talents and 
aptitudes. 

In speaking of the effect of divine authorship, Father 
Fitzgerald called attention to the absolutely necessary and 
inescapable consequence of the doctrine—the impossibility 
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of associating error or falsehood with the words and 
teaching of the sacred writer. No matter what be the 
nature of the thing taught by the Bible, be it science or 
history, it must be true, for God is the Author. The 
difficulty may arise from a misinterpretation on our part. 
AccouNTsS FoR DIVERGENCE 

_After having directed attention to the remarkable reli- 
gious fact that all Christian churches are in substantial 
agreement with regard to the contents of the Bible, the 
New Testament especially—in agreement with regard to 
the divine origin and authority of the sacred books, yet 
at variance with regard to many doctrines of fundamental 
importance and practises of supreme import to the Chris- 
tian moral life, the preacher proceeded to account for this 
divergence. 

“T think it can be truthfully asserted, notwithstanding 
many declarations to the contrary,” he said, “that the cor- 
rect interpretation of the Bible is a matter of supreme dif- 
ficulty. In it we encounter all the difficulties that beset 
us in the interpretation of all ancient literature, plus those 
that arise from the nature of its peculiar contents. In 
employing free, intelligent instruments in the composi- 
tion of Holy Scripture, the Holy Spirit did not alter the 
natural talents and individual characteristics of the 
sacred writers, They expressed God’s message in a hu- 
man language and in a way natural to the locality of 
their birth. The peculiar psychology of the Oriental 
mind, the great difference between the original tongue 
and the languages into which it has been translated, the 
variety of literary style, prose and poetry, elegance and 
simplicity of diction, history and parable all having been 
utilized, are surely no mean contributory causes to the 
difficulty of interpretation. Moreover the original words 
of. the inspired authors have been copied and re-copied 
times without number and in the process innumerable 
differences of reading of texts have resulted. The diver- 
gence is sometimes of so great importance that it affects 
the very substance of religious doctrine. 

“Even admitting that it is possible for human industry 
and learning satisfactorily to solve these problems, it 
still remains true that we are confronted by another fer- 
tile source of difficulties that are insurmountable without 
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special guidance and help from on high. This Bible con- 
tains the revelations of Christian mysteries—the Trinity, 
Incarnation, Creation, Fall and Redemption, and many 
other religious truths that human intelligence, howsoever 
gifted, can never hope to comprehend. From this in- 
ability to comprehend follows necessarily, the liability to 
error in interpreting God’s message. 


PRUDENCE Directs ProTecTIVE MEASURES 

“Is it not probable, speaking from the viewpoint of 
mere human prudence, that a wise organizer and legislator 
‘would provide for just such an emergency? Every hu- 
man institution has provided an authentic interpreter of 
its laws and doctrines. Is it not in strict conformity with 
our concept of the goodness and providence of God to 
believe that He would not leave us helpless in so over- 
whelming a difficulty concerning a matter of vital im- 
portance to eternal salvation? 

“TJntil comparatively recent times such was for many 
centuries the conviction of the whole united Christian 
world. It was the firm and unshaken faith of the whole 
Christian world that Our Saviour committed to His 
Church the totality of His doctrine and assigned to it the 
task of preserving and interpreting authoritatively and 
infallibly His sacred word. In their difficulties and per- 
plexities the Fathers of the Church turned for light and 
guidance to that divinely instituted organism and in the 
sense held and taught by the Church, they interpreted, 
preached, explained and defended the Bible. 

“Tt is not surprising then, that, when this basic rule of 
Christian life was attacked and repudiated, the Church 
of God, in its Councils, clearly and firmly declared that 
the true sense of Sacred Scripture is that sense which 
she has ever held and still holds, by reason of the fact 
that it is her right and duty to judge of the true sense 
and right interpretation of the word of God. 

“The acceptance of certain books to the exclusion of 
others from the Bible is based upon the fact that our pre- 
decessors in the faith received those books. The belief in 
their divine inspiration is based in its ultimate analysis 
upon the argument drawn from tradition. Not one of 
the many criteria of inspiration advanced by non-Catholic 
churches is totally satisfactory or really convincing. All 
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Christian churches which still profess belief in the in- 
spiration of the Bible hold that belief as a heritage from 
their fathers. 

“The Catholic Church especially is rich in traditions. 
Nor are all of equal importance and authority. Catholics 
very clearly distinguish those of divine origin and author- 
ity from those of Apostolic or ecclesiasticai origin. By 
divine tradition we understand those doctrines, precepts 
and institutions that were proclaimed or established by 
our Divine Lord or by the Apostles under the inspiration 
of the Holy Ghost. They are equally authoritative as any 
written word in the Bible. They are the words and in- 
stitutions of God Himself and should be received with 
equal veneration and affection as we manifest for the 
written word. It is evident that these traditions are 
not as has been sometimes said, based upon mere human 
authority. In our belief, they emanate not from priest 
nor Bishop, nor from Pope nor Council, but from the lips 
of the Lord Himself or from the Holy Spirit through 
the medium of the Apostles. They are infallible and un- 
changeable as Divine Truth itself. Such is our belief 
with regard to dogmatic traditions and it is quite evident 
that these are different from those disciplinary enact- 
ments made by the Apostles in the exercise of their pas- 
toral authority. That pastoral authority still exists in 
Christ’s Church in all the fullness of perfection and is 
divinely empowered to exercise jurisdiction over even 
Apostolic disciplinary measures, as well as over those of 
mere ecclesiastical origin. 


THE ORIGIN OF THE SACRED WorpD 

“The existence of a system of religious teaching and a 
complete deposit of Christian faith independent of and 
even anterior to the Bible are facts attested by history. 
The method pursued by Our Saviour and by his Apos- 
tles in the foundation and propagation of the Church give 
evidence that it was not the divine purpose to make ex- 
clusive use of the written word. Christ Himself never 
committed his doctrine to writing—he delivered it orally. 
The commission to the Apostles was to ‘preach’ the Gos- , 
pel. There is no record of their having been instructed 
by the Master to write ‘all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you’ in a book and deliver it to the faithful. They 
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were constituted ‘preachers’ and no one of them has left 
in writing an even apparently complete and systematic ex- 
position of the Christian religion. 

“The manner in which the Apostles executed the divine 
commission makes it manifest that it was the purpose of 
Our Lord to make a living magisterium and not a lifeless 
book the depositary of his doctrine. The successors of 
the Apostles carried on the work orally. Unless we be 
willing to admit that the Church was imperfectly organ- 
ized by its divine Founder, that it possessed only a por- 
tion of His teaching for many years before the New 
Testament was completed, we must hold that the ministry 
of the living word was an essential feature of His insti- 
tution. The Church was organized and was functioning 
for twenty years before the first book of the New Testa- 
ment was written, and for sixty years before the last 
was penned. The complete New Testament was unknown 
to some churches for nearly three hundred years. Is it 
credible that doctrines of prime importance were un- 
known to those churches during these long years? Can 
we conceive these churches without means of instruction 
until the written word was thrust into their hands? The 
history of primitive Christianity proves the contrary.” 

In referring briefly to the transmission of the truths of 
tradition the preacher pointed out that the essential fea- 
tures of Christ’s institution are perpetual as is the institu- 
tion itself. The Church is not for one generation, he 
said, nor for one period of time. The Divine Founder and 
the Holy Paraclete, he continued, are and will be with it 
unto the consummation of the world, to enlighten and 
direct, to guide and assist, to maintain in primal purity 
the original deposit of all the religious truths it has pleased 
God to reveal to his creatures. 

















The Doctrinal Witness of the Fourth 
Gospel 

Rev. VINCENT McNass, O.P. 

Reprinted from “Blackfriars.” 


HE recent Conference of Church of England Mod- 
ernists has drawn attention to the Fourth Gospel. 

In calling it the Fourth Gospel we are not minded to deny 
that it is the Gospel of St. John, the beloved disciple. In- 
deed, we should be doing violence to our reason, or our 
reasons, if we did otherwise than believe it to be the eye- 
witness and ear-witness of him who leaned on the bosom 
cf the Master. But our chief aim is to denote the his- 
toric value of this Gospel which, if it is not the eye-wit- 
ness of the last years of Jesus was assuredly the eye- 
witness of the first years of His Church. In both cases 
it is of supreme value as a witness to that consciousness 
which has been the unique claim of the Catholic Church, 
The oral instruction which Jesus had given His Apos- 
tles had its limitations; although it may well be doubted 
whether it had the limitations of written instruction. It 
is clear that human intelligences could not retain in a 
state of active consciousness all the sayings and doings of 
some three years, so filled with activity as to leave little 
time even for food-taking. But the human mind is so 
constituted that it can retain in a state of inactive memory 
impressions which any passing phenomenon may rouse to 
activity. Thus even such a passing phenomenon as the 
scent of a wild-flower may reawaken the memory of such 
a disparate impression as a song or a friend. It is evi- 
dent that if Jesus had the design of founding a Divine 
Society and had given instructions to His followers about 
carrying out this design, His followers could hardly be 
expected to keep all the details of His plan in a state of 
active remembrance. If a master entrusts his workman 
with the setting-up of a complicated machine, he puts it 
together and again undoes it piece by piece, meanwhile 
giving his workman directions as to the fitting of each 
part. At the end of all this fitting-up, undoing and ex- 
plaining, the workman has no very explicit remem- 
brance of any one piece or process. But he is con- 
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fident that in the mere act of piecing the various parts to- 
gether the master’s minute directions will suggest them- 
selves. Something analogous would of necessity hap- 
pen to the men whom Jesus entrusted with the delicate 
fitting-up of the Kingdom which was to be of no nation 
and was to have no end. They could not carry in their 
minds the explicit remembrance of all He commanded 
them. But time, with its unfolding needs, would re- 
call what He said, and sometimes the very words of His 
direction. 

It is significant that our Blessed Lord explicitly taught 
this doctrine in speaking of the function of His Holy 
Spirit. “The Paraclete, the. Holy Ghost Whom the 
Father will send in My Name, He will teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your mind whatsoever |] 
shall have said to you” (John xiv. 26) This throws 
light upon the following texts: 

Matthew xxvi. 75: “And Peter remembered the 
word of Jesus, which he had said, Before the cock crow, 
thou wilt deny me thrice.” 

Luke xxiv. 6: “Remember how he spoke unto you 
when he was yet in Galilee. 7. Saying, The Son of man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and the third day rise again. 8. And they 
remembered his words.” 

John ii, 17: “And his disciples remembered that it 
was written.” 

John ii. 22: “When therefore he was risen again 
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this.” 

John xii. 16: “These things his disciples did not 
know at first: but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that they had done these things to him.” 
(This is a singularly valuable text, showing a period of 
unconscious memory which was awakened to conscious- 
ness by the event.) 

Acts xi. 15: “And when I” (i. e. Peter) “had begun 
to speak, the Holy Ghost fell upon them, as upon us also 
in the beginning. 16. And I remembered the word of 
the Lord, how he had said, John indeed baptized with 
water; but you shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost’” 
(This is perhaps the most striking passage. It shows how 
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events in the life of the Church recalled to the memory 
of the Apostles the words and directions of Jesus.) 


Divistons oF DoctTrINE 

It is clear that the growth of the Church rapidly re- 
called to the mind of the Apostles the directions for 
forming the Church which Jesus had given. We may 
sum these doctrines up under three heads: 

1. Sacramental Truth. II. Dogmatic Truth. III. 
Ethical Truth, Elsewhere we have pointed out that this 
seems to be the meaning of John xiv, 6: “I am the 
Way (Ethical Truth), the Truth (Dogmatic Truth), and 
the Life (Sacramental Truth). 


I—SacrRAMENTAL TRUTH 

We have called attention (Theology : September) to 
the striking sacramental doctrine of St. John. The 
earliest years of the Church witnessed a rapid develop- 
ment of the sacramental system. It would be natural 
that timid souls should demand the assurance that this 
development was within the intention of Jesus. The 
Fourth Gospel seemed written to reassure them. 

Only a patient study of the series of chapters from 
the first to the sixth will give the full value of,St. John’s 
sacramental doctrine: 

Chapter I. Holy Orders (Calling of the Twelve). 

” II. Matrimony (Marriage Feast at Cana). 

” III. Baptism (Confirmation) (Dialogue with 


Nicodemus). 

” IV (V). Penance (Dialogue with the Samari- 
tan Woman). 

” VI. Holy Eucharist (Dialogue with Jews— 
and Peter). 


” (XII. 1-8. Extreme Unction ?) 

1. According to St. John, it is clear that Jesus chose 
not only twelve Apostles from the people, but chose one 
Apostle, St. Peter, from the Twelve (i, 42). He 
(Andrew) brought him (Peter) to Jesus. And Jesus. 
looking upon him, said, “Thou art Simon, the son of 
Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is interpreted, 
Peter.” Elsewhere (“Our Reasonable Service,” pp. 88, 
etc.) we have analyzed the witness of the Fourth Gospel 
to the Petrine claims. Indeed, we have ventured to 
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suggest that even if the Fourth Gospel is not of St. John, 
its witness is hardly less strong. It must ever remain, 
perhaps, the greatest argument for the claim of St. Peter 
that within a few years of his death the powerful East- 
ern Church should have accepted as authentic Christian- 
ity a book which singled out St. Peter as much from 
the Apostles as the Apostles were singled out from the 
rest of the Church. 

The Eucharistic doctrine of the sixth chapter is signi- 
ficantly completed by the teaching of the Crucifixion as 
a Sacrifice. The Church of today teaches emphatically 
that the greatest of the Sacraments, the Holy Eucharist. 
is also a Sacrifice. Now, with the exception of the 
phrase, “This is my blood of the New Testament, which 
shall be shed for many unto remission of sins” (Matt. 
xxvi. 28; cf. Mark xiv. 24; Luke xxii. 20) there is no 
insistence on the sacrificial character of Our Blessed 
Lord’s death on the Cross in the Synoptic Gospels. The 
Epistle to the Hebrews had insisted on the fact that 
Jesus was a High Priest. It remained for St. John to 
add that this Priest was Victim as well as Priest. The 
beloved disciple had learned this from his first master, 
the Baptist, who when “he saw Jesus coming to him 
saith, Behold the Lamb of God. Behold him who 
taketh away the sin of the world.” The liturgical de- 
velopment within the Church which colors so deeply the 
strong imagerv of the Apocalypse is responsible for the 
Fourth Gospel recalling those otherwise unrecorded testi- 
monies to the sacrificial character of the death—and in- 
deed of the life—of Jesus. 


TI—Docmatic TruTH 

The two great dogmatic doctrines are: A. The In- 
carnation. B. The Blessed Trinity. St. John’s witness 
to both these doctrines is of supreme value. 

A. The Incarnation. Two main doctrines had to be 
safeguarded: the Divinity (and personality) of the Son. 
We have elsewhere pointed out (“Our Reasonable Serv- 
ice’—The Logos of St. John) that the Fourth Gospel 
is essentially written for the Hebrews, to whom it re- 
veals the fact that in God there is a co-equal and con- 
substantial Son. To the Hebrew mind “Word of God 
would convey the idea of neither con-substantiality nor— 
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what is of greater importance—of personality. To the 
Hebrews, therefore, the revelation could come only it 
terms of “the Son of God.” This is the thesis of the 
Fourth Gospel. 

But the phrase “Son of God” would convey no revela- 
tion to the Greek mind, saturated as it was with bodily 
and even incestuous begettings of the gods of polytheism. 
To the Greek mind it had to be made clear that the Son 
of God had not a corporeal but an immaterial begetting. 
The first fourteen verses of the Fourth Gospel are but 
a Preface in which St. John, the Hebrew, says to the 
Greeks: “Son of God=Word of God. Do not inter- 
pret Sonship as a corporeal but as an immaterial rela- 
tion.” It is the necessary preface of a Hebrew Gospel 
to a Greek world. 

B. The second doctrine to be safeguarded in the In- 
carnation was the humanity of Jesus. It is significant 
that, though modern rationalistic criticism has seen in, 
the Christ of the Fourth Gospel only a transcendent be- 
ing who scarcely touches the earth, the facts are so clean 
contrary that Arianism found in this Gospel its chief 
foothold amongst the books of the New Testament. No 
other Gospel gives such perplexing proofs of the hu- 
manity of the Logos! 

It is only after realizing St. John’s insistence on the 
humanity of Jesus that we can appreciate his doctrine of 
Mary, the Mother. It is our own personal opinion, based 
on texts and arguments too manifold to be set out at 
length, that no other Evangelist gives St. Peter or the 
Blessed Virgin the exalted function given by St. John. 
It is the Apostle of the Divine, eternal Sonship of the 
Word who has recognized, as no other Evangelist has 
recognized, the Mother’s function not merely over the 
birth (Matt.) and bringing-up (Luke) of Jesus, but 
over His apostolic life (John ii.) and His sacrificial death 
(John xix, 26). 

C. The Doctrine of the Trinity. This doctrine of 
the Undivided and Co-equal Three is complete only 
when it is recognized that the Holy Spirit is a Divine 
Person distinct and proceeding from the Father and the 
Son. Had we only the Synoptics, we should know only 
the function of the Holy Spirit in the hallowing and 
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mission of the Sacred Humanity of Jesus. To St. John 
alone do we owe the idea that the Holy Spirit was the 
Spirit of the Father and of the Son, and that He was 
to be sent by Father and Son alike (John vii. 39—xiv. 
16, etc.). This completes the doctrine of the Trinity. 


III—Eruica, TrutH 

It is significant that nowhere is the doctrine of the 
three Theological Virtues more developed than in St. 
John’s Gospel. His Moral Theology, which deals sym- 
pathetically with the forgiveness of adultery (chaps. iv. 
and viii,), easily ascends to the heights of Mystical 
Theology (chap. xxi. 15-19). But to speak on this is to 
touch a theme almost unsuspected by modern students 
of Mystical Theology. 

This bare, undeveloped outline of what is taught in 
the Fourth Gospel must be of supreme interest to a 
generation which is realizing that Christianity did not 
come into the world as a book, but as a Person. More- 
over, this Person publicly trained and taught a group of 
persons, to whom He promised a Spirit which would 
recall to their minds, in the event, whatever He had 
said to them. It is surely an astounding thing that 
within a few years of His dying this Spirit-guided group 
should have “recalled” all the great principles which are 
the very essence of a Church claiming to be not merely 
the Body, but the mouthpiece of the Master. 





Professor Van Loon’s Bible 
Reprinted from the “Catholic Transcript” 
ENDRICK VAN LOON.jis more widely known as 
the author of “The Story of Mankind” than as 
Professor of History in Antioch College. The world 
will hear more of him in a short time, for his latest vol- 
ume, “The Story of the Bible,” is just coming from the 
press. 

There is bound to be a great deal of discussion over 
this present work. The author begins his book with 
“Dear Boys” from which we may gather that he has 
paraphrased Bible adventures, words and pictures, with 
some original music as well, for the campfire. He took 
the Bible, read it and rewrote it in the idiom of the day 
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so that the coming generation might not be without some 
knowledge of early religious times. 

“T might ask you to read the original,” he states on the 
blurb, “but I am not certain that you would.” And so 
he prepares to represent the original notwithstanding the 
fact that he expressly professes to be without theological 
knowledge and to have left the Bible severely alone. 

He shows how there was jazz in those days. There 
was “a bowl of stew,” referring to the mess of pottage. 
“Moses decided to be the Saviour of his own people.” 
Samson “was forever falling in love with this, that and 
the other woman.” 

With a sweep of the hand he waves away the miracles 
of Christ. “In China, in Persia, in India and Egypt,” he 
offers by way of explanation, “wherever we turn, we 
meet with strange records of supernatural feats which 
have been common among the earliest inhabitants of 
those far-away lands. . . . This proves that the need 
for an imaginary world wherein the impossible becomes 
the self-evident is very general and not restricted to a 
particular country or race.” 

Jesus, then, becomes a mere charlatan, a conjurer, a 
quack who preyed on the innocent and simple minds 
of his Eastern audience. They believed that what He 
did was miraculous and above the powers of nature, but 
we of the twentieth century could not be so gullible. 
They might have been misled into believing that He was 
the Son of God, but we are not supposed to believe that. 
Why should we if His miracles are nothing more than 
merely natural phenomena ? 

One of the duties of the historian is to be accurate, 
even at the sacrifice of personal opinion. Is it lawful to 
subject the text to such distortion? St. John writes in 
the Fourth Gospel: “Then Simon Peter having a sword. 
drew it, and struck the servant of the high priest, and 
cut off his right ear.” Mr. Van Loon describes the 
same incident in this language: “At that moment Peter 
realized what was happening. He grabbed the sword 
from the hand of one of the assailants and fiercely he 
hacked at him. He hit him on the side of the head and 
the blood spurted from a ghastly wound.” 

The New York Times justly complains: “We might for- 
give all this, and more, if, in a large way, Mr. Van Loon 
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had succeeded in correctly interpreting the book of the 
Bible as a whole. . . . He has not drawn from his ad- 
mirable creative faculties enough to make his inaccuracies 
a work of art, but, according to a well known formula, 
has produced a saxophone Bible which—if his intention 
be carried out—will be swallowed by the boys who read 
it as if it were the gospel truth.” 

With this we are inclined to agree. What is to pre- 
vent the boys from believing it—unless, of course, they 
go to the trouble of reading the original version and 
finding out for themselves—and this we doubt they will 
do. They will be more than likely to leave the matter 
just where it will stand and arrive at the conclusion that 
there is a lot of humbug in the Bible. And they will be 
inclined to fashion their religious opinions accordingly. 

This is hardly the kind of book to place in the hands 
of boys—or in the hands of grown-ups, for that matter. 
What the world needs to-day is more religion, more 
respect for the word of God, more devotion to His law. 
Any effort to lessen this Christian duty is a thrust at 
civilization itself. If God is banished from the world, 
what is left? > 

We would hardly recommend this book to any Chris- 
tian—not to say Catholic. It is inaccurate, dull, disre- 
spectful and flippant. 





Biblical Institute in Rome 

Reprinted from the “Catholic Press.” 
HAT the Catholic Church is doing in our day to 
promote Biblical studies is, perhaps, best illustrated 
by the activities of the Pontifical Institute founded in 
Rome in 1909 by the recent Pontiff, Pius X. Though the 
Institute is as yet in its infancy, it has to its credit a long 
record of achievements that are an honor to Catholic 
biblical scholarship. Its course of teaching lasts three 
years, at the end of which it confers a “Doctorate of S. 
Scripture” on successful students. Its periodicals and dis- 
sertations on Biblical questions are well-known, and are 
calculated to spread abroad in the Church, even in mis- 
sionary countries, a solid and scientific knowledge of the 
Scriptures, 
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The oral teaching comprises all branches desirable in 
a great Biblical University; general and special introduc- 
tion to the books of the Bible, Methodoly, Hebrew, 
Aramaic, Biblical Greek, Arabic, Syriac, Assyrian, Ethi- 
opian, Egyptian, Coptic. Auxiliary Biblical Sciences, such 
as Geography and Archaeology, Latin, Greek and Semitic 
Palaeography are also included. There are four different 
courses of Exegesis in the Old and New Testaments. At 
the end of three years’ study the candidate for the “Doc- 
torate” is required to prepare and publish a dissertation 
of a scientific character on some Biblical question.” Besides 
the regular classes, there are also public lectures for eccle- 
siastical students and popular conferences for all classes 
of educated persons who may care to attend. 

The Institute possesses a splendid and well-selected 
library dealing with Scriptural matters. It is used*by nu- 
merous students of all nationalities in Rome, and is kept 
right up-to-date. It is a valuable supplement to the course 
of oral teaching. There is also available for students a 
fine Biblical museum. In addition to these helps, the Insti- 
tute arranges each year a trip to the East, to Egypt, Pal- 
estine or Syria, for a certain number of advanced students 
who are directed by one of the professors of the Insti- 
tute. The object, of course, is to give a touch of reality 
to purely academic studies. 

Not all students are permitted to enter on this long 
and difficult course of studies. To take the regular course, 
students must have certain qualifications. They must 
have completed the ordinary course of studies for the 
priesthood, they must have secured the Doctorate of 
Theology, they must be proficient in Hebrew, and in 
Classical Greek. Should students not have these qualifica- 
tions they may be admitted to hear the lectures, but they 
will not be granted the coveted degree of Scriptural Doc- 
torate. The Institute aims, not merely at providing stu- 
dents with a store of Biblical learning, but more particu- 
larly to form professors and writers who by their teach- 
ing and writings will uphold the dignity of the Sacred 
Scriptures. The program is so arranged as to provide 
a complete training, and it encourages the greatest possible 
amount of individual work on the part of the students 
under the direction of the professors. 

The Institute has already published quite an array of 
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learned works on various Biblical subjects. These com- 
prise commentaries, works on Biblical Exegesis and The- 
ology, Textual Criticism, Geography, Assyriology and kin- 
dred subjects. The excellent work of Father Fonck on 
the “Parables of the Gospel” has been translated intu 
English. Those who use it know what a treasure it 
is. It provides keen criticism of German rationalistic 
theories about the Saviour’s teaching; but, better still, it 
provides the setting of each parable, and it draws out its 
full meaning as it would have appeared to the Eastern 
minds addressed by the Saviour. Indeed, it is much to 
be desired that other works published in Latin or in Italian 
by the Institute were made available in an English dress. 


In 1920 two magazine publications began to be pub- 
lished. The first of these is called Biblica, and is a sci- 
entific review containing learned articles, philological notes, 
reviews of Scriptural works, and, generally speaking, a 
scholarly treatment of the more difficult problems of Scrip- 
ture study. The review is hard reading for those not 
already initiated in such matters. Another periodical, 
called Verbum Domini, is of an easier style. It was in- 
augurated by the Professors of the Institute in 1921, and 
has excellent short articles in easy Latin, on some text or 
texts of Sacred Scripture. It is intended for parish 
priests and preachers, and it aims at furnishing clear com- 
mentaries on passages of the Bible that are commonly 
used for preaching purposes. This periodical has been 
very favorably received in Europe and America, by the 
clergy generally. Another publication is entitled Orien- 
tala. It is a highly scientific magazine, dealing with 
Egyptology and Assyriology. 

Recent Popes have highly praised the work of the Bib- 
lical Institute as calculated to promote higher Scriptural 
studies in the Church, and thus further the great aim of 
the Church in the edification and salvation of souls. It 
provides the best refutation of the wretched old Protestant 
calumny that the Church does not care for the Bible. The 
Popes, too, have in recent years exhorted Catholic Bish- 
ops in all lands to send clever ecclesiastical students to 
Rome, where they will have an opportunity, through the 
Biblical Institute, of acquiring the last word on Scrip- 
tural studies. 








